
2020-2021 School Year Question and Answer Document 
 
 
Update: July 30, 2020 
 
Q: Why are additional health requirements needed this year? 
A: COVID-19 is mostly spread by respiratory droplets released when people talk, cough, 
or sneeze.  The virus may spread  from a contaminated surface and then to the nose or 
mouth, causing infection.  That’s why personal prevention practices (such as hand 
washing and staying home when sick) and environmental cleaning and disinfecting are 
important practices. 
Any scenario in which many people gather together poses a potential risk for COVID-19 
transmission.  No policy or procedure created can provide a 100% guarantee that the 
virus will not be transmitted in our schools .  Anderson One’s goal will be to limit the 
transmission as much as possible.  While children generally experience mild symptoms 
with COVID-19, and, to date, have not been found to contribute substantially to the 
spread of the virus, transmission from even those with mild or non apparent symptoms 
remain a risk to others.  
 
Q:How will the District determine if face-to-face instruction will be five days per 
week, hybrid (a few days per week) or completely virtual? 
A: The District created a Health and Safety Taskforce composed of pediatricians, one of 
the state’s leading epidemiologists, officials from DHEC, Anderson County Emergency 
Management, representatives from Prisma and AnMed hospitals, school nurses, district 
and school personnel and parents.  The purpose of the taskforce is to make 
recommendations to the District regarding the nature of face-to-face instruction in light 
of the level of virus spread in our Anderson One community.  The taskforce is using 
data from DHEC, Anderson County Emergency Management, and the Anderson and 
Greenville hospital systems. While returning to face-to-face instruction five days a week 
for all of our students is our goal, it is imperative for our students and staff that we do it 
as safely as possible.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
  



Transmission Rate 
(As Determined by the 
Health and Safety 
Taskforce based on 
Anderson District One data 
and guidance from 
Emergency Management, 
physicians, and 
District/school staff.) 

Instructional Model 

“Low” Utilize face-to-face instruction for all students with significant safety 
protocols in place.  

“Medium”  Utilize face-to-face instruction for all students with significant safety 
protocols in place.  OR  
 
Utilize a Hybrid approach to minimize the number of students in each 
class. 

“High”  Utilize a Hybrid approach to minimize the number of students in each 
class. OR 
 
Utilize 100% Virtual Classroom - distance learning- (Former eLearning) 

 
Parents and staff should be prepared to move from all face-to-face instruction five days 
per week to a Hybrid or Virtual Classroom (all distance learning instruction) if conditions 
make that necessary.  The District will provide parents as much time as possible before 
switching from one instructional model to another. 
 
Q: What is the beginning date for school? 
A: The District is moving back the start of the 2020-2021 school year for students one week 
from August 18, 2020 to Tuesday, August 25, 2020.  The last day of school for students will be 
June 8, 2021.  This gives the District an additional week to ensure all safety measures 
established in our “Back to School Protocol” document are in place.  You may click this link to 
see the revised calendar.  Graduation for all three high schools is still scheduled for May 28, 
2021.  The School Board approved the revised calendar on Tuesday, July 28, 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kUDyfz02GoT5opA0pD4cpRC6XseT-0Mi-k2KMygApRI/edit?ts=5efe1536
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kUDyfz02GoT5opA0pD4cpRC6XseT-0Mi-k2KMygApRI/edit?ts=5efe1536
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Revised%20Calendar%20August%2025th%20Start%20-%20Board%20Approved%207-28-20.pdf
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Revised%20Calendar%20August%2025th%20Start%20-%20Board%20Approved%207-28-20.pdf


Q: What are the beginning and ending times for schools? 
A: *Schools will follow the schedule below with possible slight adjustments at individual 
schools: 
 
Concrete Primary: 8:00 AM - 1:45 PM  
Concrete Primary K-4 Morning: 8 AM - 10:30 AM, K-4 afternoon: 11:30 AM - 1:45 PM 
Elementary Schools: 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
Elementary School K-4 Morning: 8 AM - 10:30 AM, K-4 afternoon: 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM 
Middle Schools: 8:15 AM - 3:15 PM  (Wren Middle: 8:25 AM - 3:25 PM) 
High Schools: 8:25 AM - 3:25 PM  (Wren High: 8:15 AM - 3:15 PM) 
 
*These times are essential for bus transportation to occur in a reasonable manner given 
the current regulation limiting capacity to 50%.  The District apologies for 
inconveniences this may cause parents. 
 
Q: What is the earliest that I can drop my child(ren) off at school? 
A: All schools will be open for student dropoff at 7:20 AM. 
 
Q: There is a long time between elementary dismissal and middle and high school 
dismissal.  Why is this? 
A:The District realizes that there is a long time between these dismissal times and will 
cause inconvenience for some parents.  Because of the 50% bus capacity rule, the 
District is forced to dismiss elementary schools early so that buses can run double 
routes to accommodate all parents needing bus service.  It also necessitates the later 
start and ending times for middle and high school students so they are able to arrive 
and depart their schools on time. The District apologies for this issue.  
 
Q: Will the District be on a “staggered” schedule during the first two weeks of 
school?  Can you explain? 
A: The District has been working diligently to establish safety protocols that will provide the 
safest possible environment for students and staff.  Training staff and students on these safety 
protocols will be important during the first days of school.  Each year, school staff inform and 
train students on various aspects of school practices, rules and protocols.  This year there will 
be A LOT of new things for everyone to learn!  To facilitate this process, the District has 
explored several options to stagger the start of school for students.  This allows teachers to 
work with smaller groups of students as they review and teach very important safety protocols. 
This also allows for maximum social distancing while students are learning these new 
procedures and minimizes the risk of virus spread during this “practice” time.  Elementary 
schools will stagger by grade level during the first week of school. Middle and high school 



students will stagger based on their last name.  Please find the staggered start of school here or 
see below: 
 
Elementary and Primary Schools 
 
The following grade levels will report to school on the following days: 
Tuesday, August 25:  Only 2nd and 5th grade will report to school  
Wednesday, August 26: Only 1st and 4th grade will report to school  
Thursday, August 27:   Only K5 and 3rd, grade will report to school 
Friday, August 28: All students will report to school for the remainder of the year assuming it is 
safe to do so. 
 
**K3 and K4 Classes (Schools will contact parents with specific dates and times.) 
K3 and K4 will report as follows: 
Tuesday, August 25: 1/2 of students and parents will report to school 
Wednesday, August 26: 1/2 of students and parents will report to school  
Thursday, August 27: 1/2 students will report to school 
Friday, August 28: 1/2 of students will report to school 
Monday, August 31: All K3 and K4  students will report to school 
** Bus transportation for K3 and K4 students will begin Monday, August 31. 
 
Middle and High Schools 
 
Students in grades 6 through 12 will report to school on the following hybrid/staggered 
schedule: 
 
Middle and High School Schedule for the week of August 25-28 
 
Students with last names beginning with A-K will report to school on Tuesday, August 25 (A 
Day) and Wednesday, August 26 (B Day). These students will not attend Thursday, August 27 
or Friday, August 28. 
Students with last names beginning with L-Z will report to school on Thursday, August 27 (A 
Day) and Friday, August 28 (B Day). These students will not attend Tuesday, August 25 or 
Wednesday, August 26. 
 
Middle and High School Schedule for the week of August 31-September 4 
 

https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Draft%20Staggered%20School%20Start%20July%2029%202020.pdf


 
 

 
 
Middle and High School Student Last name begins with A-K: 
 
Tuesday, August 25: Report to School (A Day) 
Wednesday, August 26: Report to school (B Day)  
Thursday, August 27: Remain at home 
Friday, August 28: Remain at home 
Monday, August 31: Report to school (A Day) 
Tuesday, September 1: Report to school (B Day) 
Wednesday, September 2: Distance learning (A Day) 
Thursday, September 3: Distance learning (B Day) 
Friday, September 4: All Students report to school (A Day) 
Tuesday, September 8 through the end of the year, all students report to school each day if it is 
safe to do so. 
 
Middle and High School Student Last name begins with L-Z: 
 
Tuesday, August 25: Remain at home  
Wednesday, August 26: Remain at home 
Thursday, August 27: Report to school (A Day) 
Friday, August 28: Report to school  (B Day)  
Monday, August 31: Distance learning (A Day) 



Tuesday, September 1: Distance learning (B Day) 
Wednesday, September 2: Report to school (A Day) 
Thursday, September 3: Report to school (B Day) 
Friday, September 4: All Students report to school (A Day) 
Tuesday, September 8 through the end of the year, all students report to school each day if it is 
safe to do so. 
 
 

Middle and High School Students 
 Last Name A-K Last Name L-Z 

Aug. 25 Report to School (A Day Classes) Remain at home 

Aug. 26 Report to School (B Day Classes) Remain at home 

Aug. 27 Remain at home Report to School (A Day Classes) 

Aug. 28 Remain at home Report to School (B Day Classes) 

Aug. 31 Report to School (A Day Classes) Distance Learning (A Day Classes) 

Sept. 1 Report to School (B Day Classes) Distance Learning (B Day Classes) 

Sept. 2 Distance Learning (A Day Classes) Report to School (A Day Classes) 

Sept. 3 Distance Learning (B Day Classes) Report to School (B Day Classes) 

Sept. 4 All Students Report to School (A Day) 
Begin regular schedule with all 
students each day if safe to do so. 

All Students Report to School (A Day) 
Begin regular schedule with all 
students each day if safe to do so. 

 
Q: Will Virtual Learning Academy students also begin school a week later? 
A: Students enrolled in the Virtual Learning Academy at the middle and high school 
level will follow the same start date (August 25) and “staggered” schedule as above. 
Students enrolled in the Virtual Learning Academy at the elementary level will be 
contacted by their VLA teacher to communicate a date and time  to meet with each 
student and adult individually to  provide important information and answer questions. 
 
 
Q: Can you please give me details on the “Hybrid” Schedule? 
A: Please see the following link for additional information: 
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/ASD1%20Hybrid
%20Schedule%20Write-up.pdf 

https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/ASD1%20Hybrid%20Schedule%20Write-up.pdf
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/ASD1%20Hybrid%20Schedule%20Write-up.pdf


 
Q: There is a line in the middle and high school hybrid model document that 
references the Career and Technology Center that states students may attend 
their classes on that campus every day. Will you please elaborate on what that 
looks like?  
A: Anderson Career and Technology Center (ACTC) courses are mostly 
hands-on, project based curriculum. For this reason, attendance via the Virtual 
Learning Academy is not conducive to be all virtual for the duration of an ACTC 
course.  For students enrolled in the Virtual Learning Academy, ACTC courses will 
be face-to-face instruction on ACTC’s campus.  ACTC will work with individual 
students who may be in a high-risk category.  If the District is utilizing a “Hybrid” 
schedule or a 100% virtual schedule due to COVID-19, ACTC classes will also 
observe the “Hybrid” schedule or 100% virtual schedule.   Because of the nature 
of the hands-on, project based curriculum at ACTC, there may be times that 
students will be allowed to come to classes at ACTC on an individual, case by 
case situation in a 100% virtual schedule.  
 
Q: Will the Career and Technology Center (CTC) be distributing a similar set of 
documents outlining how their classes will work and safety precautions being 
used on that campus? 
A: Anderson School District One, Anderson School District Two and the Anderson 
Career and Technology Center (ACTC) have worked very closely together in 
preparing our “back-to-school” protocols.  ACTC will utilize the same procedures 
as Anderson One and Two.  Any slight differences that might be applicable to 
ACTC will be communicated by ACTC and by Anderson One and Two.  
 
 
Q: Why not just do a five-day week for all students whose parents chose to come 
back face-to-face this year? 
A: The district would like to offer face-to-face instruction five days a week to those 
students whose parents selected that they wanted their child(ren) to return face-to-face 
this year.  The spread of the virus in our community might, at some point, require the 
Health and Safety Taskforce to limit the number of students at school at one time or 
may necessitate a particular school or possibly even the entire District to close to 
face-to-face instruction for a period of time.  The District would certainly like to avoid this 
but must keep the health and safety of our students and staff as first priority.  
 
 
 



Q: When will the new/final safety protocols be released? 
A: The newest draft of the “Back-to-School Protocols are available at the following link: 
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/DRAFT%20R
eturn%20to%20School%20Protocols.pdf 
This is the “final” version, however, as new information and recommendations are 
released by the various health organizations, the district may have to update its 
protocols .  
 
Q: Can you elaborate on what LEAP week is and how that schedule may look?  
A: The week of August 10, 2020, is LEAP Week (Learn, Evaluate, Analyze, and Prepare). 
LEAP Week is designated by the State Department of Education and the State Legislature to 
provide additional school days to students.  While LEAP is not required, all students, face to 
face and virtual  in grade K4 through grade 8 will be invited to attend during that week (Due to 
construction completion at Powdersville Middle School, only limited students will be invited). 
Each school will be in contact with parents regarding the date(s) and time(s) for students in 
grade K4 through grade 8.   Typically, students in grades K4-8th grade would be invited to 
attend the week of August 10 by their individual school and would be assigned a particular day 
that week for an hour or so.  Each grade level and each school will have a little different set-up 
and will communicate with each student and parent the activities and objectives during the 
LEAP time.  Again, Leap Week activities are optional for students. 
 
Q: During the staggered start at the beginning of school or if the District has to 
implement the Hybrid model, middle and high school students are divided by the 
alphabet by last name.  Can you switch which group your child(ren) is (are) in? 
A: At the beginning of school, a staggered start will be utilized for middle and high school 
students.  To limit the number of students in any one classroom, students are divided into two 
groups by last name: 
Group  1 (green) Students with last names begin with the letters A-K. 
Group 2 (blue) Students with last names beginning with the letters L-Z.  
 
Parents could request that the school switch their child  from one group to another because of 
transportation issues or having a family member in the opposite group. Please contact the 
school if one of these exceptions applies to your child(ren). 
 
Q: The District wants parents to be very cautious sending their child(ren) to school if 
they have any of the COVID symptoms to prevent the spread of the virus.  What are the 
plans for leniency about student absences? 
A: Attendance will always be a critical part of school success; however, health and safety of all 
members of the school environment will remain our top priority. We understand that attendance 
may look different this year in that some learning may be done virtually. Teachers are working 
very hard to make sure students who are out for any reason will still get the instruction they 

https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/DRAFT%20Return%20to%20School%20Protocols.pdf
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/DRAFT%20Return%20to%20School%20Protocols.pdf


need to be successful. The attendance policies and procedures outlined in the student 
handbooks will remain in effect, but the following are additions to note for this school year: 
 

● It is imperative that any student who may have been exposed to the virus or has 
COVID-19 symptoms should stay home and NOT attend school. In this event, a parent 
note stating the student has COVID-19 symptoms or has been exposed to someone 
testing positive for COVID-19, will be counted as an “approved” absence.  This is also 
true if a student were to be required to quarantine for a period of time.  

● Teachers will work to ensure equal learning opportunities will take place for the student 
just as they have always done when a student has been absent in prior years. Students 
will still be accountable for getting the work completed in a timely manner. 

● Students return to school must comply with the  DHEC “Return to School” protocol. 
● Current District practice is to accept up to five parent notes for student absences that are 

unavoidable but do not typically fall into the “excused” category.  (example: a student is 
sick but does not need to go to the doctor).  

● Parent notes for student’s possible exposure to COVID19 or with COVID-19 symptoms 
will NOT count towards the five notes allowed for the school year.  

● Parents are encouraged to use the “ASD1 Note for Student Absence” when a student is 
out of school. This form has the information the school needs for documentation.  

 
 
Q: What are the protocols when a student or staff member has COVID symptoms or tests 
positive for COVID-19? 
A: The District will follow current DHEC guidelines when this occurs.  The current interim 
guidance from DHEC is below: 
 
DHEC Interim COVID-19 guidance for schools: 
Management of Suspect and Confirmed COVID-19 Cases 

This guidance is intended for schools to plan their response to known or possible cases 
of COVID-19 as well as known contacts. This is based on what is currently known about 
COVID-19 and will be updated as more information and guidance become available. 
 
Students or staff with symptoms of COVID-19 
Students and staff should be excluded from school if they have: 
• Any one (1) of the following 

● Fever – or- 

● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing -or - 

● Loss of taste or smell -or – 



● New or worsening cough 

• Any two (2) of the following: 
● Sore throat 

● Muscle or body aches 

● Chills 

● Fatigue 

● Headache 

● Congestion or runny nose 

● Diarrhea 

● Nausea or vomiting 

● Note: Any child with any one of these symptoms should consider not attending 
school regardless of meeting exclusion criteria. If these symptoms are 
explainable by an underlying condition (such as shortness of breath or cough for 
an individual with asthma) exclusion may not be necessary. 

Schools should plan to have a room identified to isolate students or staff with symptoms 
of COVID-19 identified during the school day. 

➢ Students and staff should be moved safely, respectfully, as well as in accordance 
with any applicable privacy laws or regulations, to the isolation room for 
evaluation. The individual should be provided a mask if they are able to use one, 
and students should be supervised by a staff member who maintains at least six 
feet of distance and uses appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) if 
available. 

➢ School nurses and other healthcare providers should use Standard and 
Transmission-Based Precautions when caring for sick people. See: What 
Healthcare Personnel Should Know About Caring for Patients with Confirmed or 
Possible COVID19 Infection. 

Return to school 
 
• Advise sick staff members and children not to return until they have met criteria for 
return. 

• Students or staff excluded for these symptoms should not return until they have either 
tested negative for COVID-19 or a medical evaluation determines that their symptoms 
were more likely due to another cause (e.g. sore throat due to strep throat). In this later 
case, the individual can return when they meet criteria for that condition. 

• Students or staff that require testing for COVID-19 will require a negative PCR test 
(mouth or nose swab) or similar rapid test that directly detects the virus or must 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Finfection-control%2Fcontrol-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Finfection-control%2Fcontrol-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/hcp/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fhcp%2Fcaring-for-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/hcp/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fhcp%2Fcaring-for-patients.html


complete the current isolation criteria for COVID-19 to return to school. 

• Current isolation criteria for COVID-19: (revised 7/28/2020) 

   If a person is diagnosed with COVID-19 based on a test, their 
symptoms, or does not get a COVID-19 test but has had symptoms, they can 
return to school when: 

 
● At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared.and  
● At least 24 hours have passed with no fever without fever-reducing 

medication and 
● Improvement in symptoms 

 
o Those who test positive by a PCR test but do not have symptoms will be 
required to stay out of school until ten (10) days after the specimen was 
collected. 

o The criteria above should be used to determine eligibility to return to school. 
Negative PCR test results are not required after meeting these criteria. 

 
Testing 

A student or staff member who develops symptoms of COVID-19 but does not get 
tested could limit DHEC’s ability to appropriately respond to new cases and ensure 
the health and safety of other students and staff. PCR testing (nose or throat swab) 
or similar rapid test that directly detects the virus is required as there is delay in 
developing detectable antibodies. A negative antibody test is insufficient to rule 
out a new infection. 
 
• Location of testing sites is available on the DHEC website: 
https://scdhec.gov/index.php/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-
covid-19/covid-19-screening-testing-sites 

• Location of DHEC mobile and pop-up testing sites: 
https://scdhec.gov/index.php/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-
covid-19/covid-19-mobile-pop-clinics 

 

If testing is available in your community, your healthcare provider may recommend that 
you undergo repeat testing for COVID-19 to end your isolation earlier than would be 
done according to the criteria above. If so, you can be around others after you receive 
two negative test results in a row, from tests done at least 24 hours apart.  
 

Cases in classroom (K - 12) 

If a student or staff member tests positive, they could have been contagious with the 

https://scdhec.gov/index.php/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-screening-testing-sites
https://scdhec.gov/index.php/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-screening-testing-sites
https://scdhec.gov/index.php/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-mobile-pop-clinics
https://scdhec.gov/index.php/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-mobile-pop-clinics


virus up to 48 hours before their symptoms began or before their test specimen was 
collected (for those with no symptoms). 

● Prevention - Routinely using these precautions will help avoid the need to 
quarantine all classroom contacts of persons with COVID-19:  

○ -It is essential that staff ensure maximum distancing between students 
and other staff while in the classroom and throughout the day to limit the 
possibility of transmission. 

○ -Encourage the use of masks among students and staff able to use them. 
● Anyone known to be a close contact (defined as being within six (6) feet for 

fifteen (15) minutes or more) to a COVID-19 case while contagious must be 
excluded from school for fourteen (14) days after last contact with the person 
with COVID-19. This exclusion requirement applies even if masks were worn if 
social distancing was not maintained. 

● For any classrooms where social distancing could not be maintained (classes 
with young children   who do not have assigned seating throughout the day), all 
children and staff must be considered close contacts and must complete a 
fourteen (14) day quarantine period. 

● Students and teachers in a classroom with a known COVID-19 case in which 
social distancing was reliably maintained should remain together in the same 
cohort to the extent that is possible. They should receive screening for fever and 
symptoms (see above) each morning until 14 days after last contact with the 
case. Note: anyone determined to be a “close contact” must be excluded. 

○ -Any of these students or teachers who are monitored and found to have 
symptoms of COVID-19 should be sent home and excluded and will be 
required to get tested or complete the required isolation period to return to 
school. 

○ -The classroom will need to be closed for cleaning and disinfection before 
use again. 

 
Contagious period: If a child or staff member tests positive, they could have been 
contagious with the virus up to 48 hours before their symptoms began. If they tested 
positive but had no symptoms, their contagious period begins 2 days prior to the date 
the specimen for their test was collected. 

 Person not in the facility when contagious: If a child or staff member is determined 
to be a case of COVID-19, they must be excluded until they meet criteria for return (see 
“Quarantine” below). Anyone who lives in the same household with the person with 
COVID-19 will also need to be excluded. No further steps need to be taken if it is 
determined they were not in the facility during their contagious period. 

 Person contagious while in the facility: Facility should not reopen the facility until the 
following measures are in place to prevent further spread in the event a person is 
determined to have been contagious with COVID-19 while in the facility. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html


● Anyone who spent fifteen (15) minutes or more within six (6) feet of the 
case during their contagious period is considered a close contact and 
must quarantine until fourteen (14) days after their last contact with the 
case. 

● Cohorted classes: If proper cohorting measures were followed in the 
facility, only children and staff in the classroom cohort with the case and 
any other identified close contacts will be required to quarantine for 
fourteen (14) days after the last time the case was in the facility.  

● Non-cohorted classes: Facility will need to assess everyone who may 
have been a close contact to the person with COVID-19 and exclude them 
from the facility. 

● The classroom will need to be closed for cleaning and disinfection before it 
can be used again. 

● The facility should inform parents of other children in the facility who were 
not in the same classroom or other close contacts to the person with 
COVID-19 that they should monitor their children for symptoms. The 
facility should also monitor incoming children and staff each morning for 
symptoms until fourteen (14) days after the case was in the facility. 

 

Quarantine 

Some students or staff may have been told they were a close contact to a case of 
COVID-19 and have to complete a quarantine period. This means they will be required 
to stay home so they do not risk exposing others to COVID-19 if they become sick. 
DHEC staff will inform them of the length of their quarantine period. For students, a 
parents’ note that they have been cleared from quarantine may be used to allow return 
to school 

• Close Contact: The standard quarantine period is fourteen (14) days after last close contact 
with the person who was contagious with COVID-19. 

• Household contact: If the student or staff lives in the same household as the case and has 
daily close contact, they will have to quarantine for an additional fourteen (14) days after the day 
their household member has been cleared from their isolation period. 

• Other household members in quarantine: If the student or staff lives in the same household as 
someone in quarantine, they will not necessarily need to quarantine themselves unless the 
household member in quarantine is then determined to be a COVID-19 case. DHEC will notify 
those who are required to complete quarantine. 

Note: This guidance is consistent with information available as of July 8, 2020 and may 
be updated as new information on this novel virus and evolving situation become 
available. 

 
 
Q: Is there after-school care provided at each school? 



A: Yes, at each elementary and primary school, either the YMCA and/or Goalpost is available 
for parents that need that option.  The YMCA information can be found at the following link: 
https://www.pcymca.net/after-school-programs-anderson-one 
 
There is no after school program for middle and high schools. 
 
Q: I would like to hear more information regarding virtual learning, and how we can 
prepare? 
A: Information on the Virtual Learning Academy can be found at the following link: 
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Copy%20of%20Virtual%2
0Learning%20Academy.pdf 
 
 
Q: I would like to know if related arts classes will happen? Chorus in particular? What 
about STEM classes that require group activity and sharing stuff. 
A: Students in face-to-face classes and those in the Virtual Learning Academy will be able to 
participate in related art classes.  Depending on the grade level, there may be a few related arts 
classes that are not available to students in the Virtual Learning Academy; however,, most will 
be available. At the high school and middle school level, some related arts classes will be 
available through Edgenuity and the South Carolina Virtual School, but most will be available 
through the school related arts teachers either face-to-face or virtually.  
 
The District is working on protocols for face-to-face chorus.  Students will wear masks while 
singing together and will be distanced much further than in a regular classroom.  Large rooms 
and outside spaces will be utilized often. Other resources may be utilized in these courses.  
Sharing of material is not allowed unless there is an opportunity to sanitize the 
material/equipment between student use.  
 
Q: Will students be eligible for Launch (Gifted and Talented)? 
A: Yes.  Both students that are face-to-face and virtual will be given instruction in Launch (GT). 
 
Q: When will PowerSchool be up so we can see student schedules?  
A: Schools are working diligently to create student schedules.  We know that students and 
parents are eager to get their schedules and find out their teachers.  This is a difficult process 
as schools must create schedules for virtual students and for those that will be attending 
face-to-face.  PowerSchool will be enabled once schedules are finalized.  
 
Q: Will there be a plan set up for K-3, K-4, and kindergarteners for the first couple days 
since parents won’t be allowed to walk them in?  
A: The district wants to limit all visitors, including parents, to the school facility.  Parents may 
walk K-3, K-4, and kindergarten students to class on their first day of school.  To the extent 
possible, parents should use the outside door to the classroom.  If entering the building, parents 
must wear a mask.  No other parents will be allowed in the school building during student 

https://www.pcymca.net/after-school-programs-anderson-one
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Copy%20of%20Virtual%20Learning%20Academy.pdf
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arrival.   Individual schools will communicate with parents on specific details of this process at 
each school.  The school will ensure students will get to their correct class.  
 
Q: Will return to normal schedule without masks or separation be an option? For those 
not wanting to return without the schedule being normal, how will this be handled by the 
District? 
A: The District wants nothing more than to return to normal as soon as possible.  However, it 
must be safe to do so.  The District anticipates that until the virus is well under control, this may 
not be possible.  Presently, coming to school without a mask or other restrictions is not possible. 
Parents not wishing to choose this option may choose the Virtual Learning Academy.  By South 
Carolina law, students must be enrolled in an educational program.  If these two options are not 
appropriate for a particular student, please contact the school or District for other options that 
may be available outside of the District. 
 
Q: When will we know who our child’s teacher is and when will we get to meet them? 
A: Creating both a virtual and a face-to-face schedule has been a very difficult process. 
Schools are working to fill students’ schedules based on the preference that parents have 
chosen.  This process takes time and we ask that parents and students are patient as we work 
through the process.  Each school will share this information with you once schedules are more 
firm.  It may be a few days before schools start before parents and students can confirm their 
schedules and teacher(s).  Some schools will be making changes just prior to the first day of 
school.  
 
Traditional back-to-school events will not be possible this year.  Schools are working to prepare 
a process to help students transition back into schools.  Schools will communicate this 
information as these plans are completed.  LEAP days will provide an opportunity for students 
and parents to visit the classroom. 
 
Q: How are parents supposed to work and provide for their families without any type of 
plan? 
A: At the end of June, the District released its draft plan for reopening schools.  An email was 
sent to all parents informing them of the Back to School Protocols, and a phone message was 
also sent to families informing them of the plan.  The plan was posted on social media.  The 
plan has been on the District website since that date.  While a few items on the plan have 
changed because of changing conditions with the virus, the vast majority of the plan has 
remained the same. Weekly, the District has sent any and all updates to parents with additional 
information as it has been decided.  These weekly updates have been communicated in the 
same manner as the reopening plans.   If there is specific information that is needed for parents 
to help make informed decisions that is not currently on the the District website, please contact 
your school or the District Office.  
 
Q: I filled out the summer form for bus transportation but now need to change my choice. 
How do I switch from bus rider to car rider or vice versa? 



A: If a parent wishes to change what was sent in on the Transportation Survey, he/she should 
send an email with the changes to bridgesbe@apps.anderson1.org.  Once school starts, changes 
will need to be handled on the school level using the “Transportation Change Form.”  For 
parents who have not completed the Transportation Survey, please do so by using the following 
Link: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoTJ7h41JnzlwQrpTA_GekpxTmIodMTLa0qFoTm
c0OIyQL-w/viewform?usp=pp_url 
 
Q: Can you give us any orientation information for new students to the District or 
students that are new to a particular school (Kindergarten, 6th grade, and 9th grade)?  
A: Individual schools will be sending information to parents regarding orientation procedures. 
Unfortunately, large-scale orientation sessions are not feasible at this time.  Schools are 
working on creative ways to introduce new students to their school and to help them learn 
typical, daily procedures.  Please know that the schools understand that new students will be 
nervous about their first days at school.  Schools will work to help students in the first few weeks 
learn their way around and help them adjust to the new environment.  Our schools are 
dedicated to taking care of our kids.  
 
Q: Can you give us any additional information regarding special education students in 
general and those in self-contained classes in the face-to-face model and the Virtual 
Learning Academy? 
A: Special education services (instructional and related) will be provided in both face-to-face 
and virtual learning.  Some special education teachers may provide both face-to-face instruction 
and virtual instruction. In some situations, one or more special education teachers may be 
assigned to virtual learning only for specific education students.  
 
Q: With the staggered start for school how will this work for parents who work and 
cannot be at home with their children on these virtual days? 
We understand that not having all students in school the first few days of school is an 
inconvenience for parents.  The District has tried to limit this as much as possible with 
elementary students because of child care issues.  However, it is imperative that staff members 
are able to adequately instruct students on all new safety protocols and procedures.  We believe 
this will help reduce the transmission of the virus and reduce the amount of time that students 
and staff may be quarantined. They also help reduce the amount of time the District may have 
to go to a full online operational model (Virtual Classroom).  Smaller class sizes during the first 
few days will help us teach and train these procedures to limit the virus spread.  
 
Q: How do I access the Parent Portal? 
A: All of the information regarding Parent Portal is on our website at the following address: 
https://www.anderson1.org/Page/364 

 

It has the link to the Parent Portal, directions for creating an account, troubleshooting, and 
information on what parents will be able to see once they are logged in. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoTJ7h41JnzlwQrpTA_GekpxTmIodMTLa0qFoTmc0OIyQL-w/viewform?usp=pp_url
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Q: Will we be given a supply list? 
A: Yes, schools will send supply lists soon, and some are already posted on school webpages. 
.  Supplies are needed for those in the face-to-face model and those in the Virtual Learning 
Academy. 
 
Q: We live in an area where there is  no high speed internet.  We chose face-to-face 
instruction partly because of our lack of internet access.  What do we do if the District 
goes to a hybrid or a full virtual model?  
A: The District will work with families that chose the face-to-face model and have difficulty with 
internet access.  There are some possible solutions that include hot spots (AT&T and Verizon) 
along with several options from local cable companies.  Ultimately, teachers will work with 
students that have difficulty accessing their work online.  
 
Q: Any changes to Dual Enrollment classes at the high school? 
A: Colleges and the high schools will communicate with parents and students on any changes 
to their schedule or procedures.  Tri-County in-person classes at Wren High School will follow 
the guidelines below: 
 
Dual Enrollment classes at Wren HS will begin the week of August 17.  
  
For these classes, to maintain the 50% room capacity requirement of Tri-County Tech. and to 
provide students with skills to pivot to Virtual Classroom in case the need arises, the courses will 
be taught in a Hybrid/Asynchronous format, so that students will be split so that half the 
students will meet on certain days and the other half the other days; the remaining work will be 
completed online.  Students will need to monitor their TCTC emails closely to know what day 
they are assigned to attend class.  This information will be provided by their TCTC instructors. 
 
 
Q:  Are there any changes to the high school Teacher Cadet Program? 
A: Students enrolled in the Teacher Cadet classes will follow the traditional high school 
schedule depending on the operational designation just like all other students (full face-to-face 
five days per week, staggered, hybrid, or fully online).  Students in the program will be able to 
complete practicum hours and earn their Dual Enrollment credits.  
 
Q: Is the District supplying the kids masks when they go back?  
A: The district has a supply of disposable masks for students when they forget theirs or 
otherwise need one.  The District is asking parents to purchase a couple of masks for their 
child(ren).  Ideally, students will find a mask that is comfortable and  fits their face appropriately. 
Please see additional information regarding masks at the following link: 
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Mask%20Wearing%20Too
lkit_FINAL.pdf 
Also, additional information can be found at the following link: 

https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Mask%20Wearing%20Toolkit_FINAL.pdf
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Mask%20Wearing%20Toolkit_FINAL.pdf


https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Face%20Masks_Covering
s%20.pdf  
 
Q: Are students going to be spaced apart in their classrooms? 
A: Yes, students will spread out as much as possible.  Desk Shields and masks will be utilized 
when social distancing of 6 feet cannot be maintained.   
 
Q: DHEC has removed the "High", "Medium", "Low" guide on their website. Our 
understanding was if the county's exposure was currently "high", the face-to-face 
classes would be replaced with virtual for that week. Is the new process face-to-face no 
matter what?  
A: DHEC has changed their definition parameters of “community spread”.  They still use three 
county data points that include 14 day incident rate, change to 14 day incident rate, and the 
percent positive tests.  While these are important data points, there are equally important 
information that should be considered when changing the operation of a school or district. 
DHEC states on their website the following: “CDC recommends that all decisions about 
implementing school-based strategies should be made locally, in collaboration 
with local health officials who can help determine the level of transmission in the 
community. DHEC is providing this county-level data about disease transmission 
to support decision-making at the local level. It is not meant to be a stand-alone 
document” 
 
Anderson One established the Health and Safety Taskforce to look at all of this data including 
the incident rate in Anderson One, the change of the incident rate in Anderson One, and 
pertinent information from both Prisma Hospital System, AnMed Hospital System, and the 
Anderson County Emergency Management Office.  The Taskforce will use all of this information 
to make an informed decision regarding the operation of the school or District.  If the health data 
suggests that the school or District should move from a face-to-face, five days a week schedule 
to a hybrid schedule or revert to a 100% online schedule, the district will certainly do that. 
 
Q: What if I want to change my Declaration of Intent from face-to-face to Virtual Learning 
Academy or vise versa? 
A: The creation of two completely separate schedules (virtual and face-to-face) for our schools 
was a daunting task to say the least.  Even small changes to either schedule creates significant 
strain on teacher assignments.  As initially stated, parents wishing to switch their student from 
the Virtual Learning Academy to face-to-face or those wishing to change from face-to-face  to 
the Virtual Learning Academy should do so at the end of the nine-weeks if there is room to do 
so.  If a parent has a unique situation and would like to discuss with their child’s school, they are 
welcome to do so.  
 
Q: Does the school District provide students devices?  

https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Face%20Masks_Coverings%20.pdf
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/Face%20Masks_Coverings%20.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-schools.html


A: Yes, students in grades 3rd-8th receive an Ipad.  Students in grades 9th-12th receive a 
Chromebook.  Students in grades 4K-2nd will receive an iPad if they are in the Virtual Learning 
Academy and also if the District has to change to Virtual Classroom. 
 
Q: Will the District provide lunch for students during the “staggered start” if the student 
is not in school that day? 
A: 
Elementary Parents:  
During the days of August 25th, 26th, 27th, if your student is not scheduled to be at school, you 
may still pick up meals at any of the following locations: Palmetto Middle School, Powdersville 
Middle School, or Wren Middle School from 11 am – 12 pm. Typical pricing applies. 
 
Middle & High Parents:  
During the weeks of Aug 25th – September 3rd, if your student is not scheduled to be at school, 
you may still pick up meals at any of the following locations: Palmetto Middle School, 
Powdersville Middle School, or Wren Middle School from 11 am – 12 pm. Typical pricing 
applies. 
 
All Parents:  
Anytime your student is not at school for any reason:  quarantine guidelines, Virtual Learning 
Academy, etc. meals may still be picked up during regular school operating days from any of the 
following locations:  Palmetto Middle School, Powdersville Middle School, and Wren Middle 
School from 11 am – 12 pm (Monday – Friday). 
 
For more detailed information on pricing, pick up location, etc. Please visit: 
https://www.anderson1.org/cms/lib/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/School%20meal%20plan
%20for%20students%20attending%20A1%20Virtual%20Learning%20Academy.pdf 
 
Q: Will visitors to the school be limited? 
A: Yes, only individuals with essential legitimate business with a school will be allowed to move 
beyond the office area.  No visitor or parent will be allowed to eat lunch with a student.  Parents 
needing conferences with school staff are asked to do it via phone, email or some other 
distance method.  For those situations where it is essential and necessary for a visitor or parent 
to move beyond the front office, a mask will be required and social distancing guidelines must 
be followed.  
 
Q: will outside food services like Grub Hub be accepted? 
A: No.  A parent may drop off a forgotten lunch but the school will not accept deliveries from 
food delivery services. 
 
Q: Have any decisions regarding athletics been made? 
A: No. The District will follow the South Carolina High School League final guidance once it is 
released.  
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